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[Abstract:] Returns with explanation 1 sts. S. dollar alleged shortage due “Toledo City Bank, 
Toledo, Iowa.” 249 14 


The Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Penn., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
March 8, 1880 


Sir: 


In regard to the shortage found in a shipment of Standard Silver Dollars to “Toledo City 
Bank, Toledo, Iowa”, I have to say: 


The coin was of the reserves of 1879 without doubt, as all broken packages shipped 
between Feb. 20 and March 5, (current) were out of the coins returned from Annual Assay. 


In dividing $1000 bags of this coin none were found to be standard; and some varied as 
much as 75¢ in small silver by test applied. We counted such packages for same days, but 
finding them invariable correct by count, did not count any more unless they varied from the 
standard weight of $500 more than a 50¢ piece. 


It is therefore quite possible that the shortage did occur in this office in the way suggested 
above. 


But I beg to ask your attention to another fact bearing upon the matter: 


Mr. Cowperthwaite reported the assay silver to me as $3- over. In point of fact it proved 
to be only 70¢ over when the coin was all paid out. We found some bags over in subsidiary coins 
and short in Dollars — the net “overs” aggregating 70¢, which I handed to Dr. Le Conte with a 
memorandum. In conclusion allow me to say that handing the assay coins over to the Weigh 
Clerk for delivery to the Cashier does not seem to have been quite a success. He has no facilities 
for counting and verifying, and his room is so crowded and confused that errors in weight and in 
count are extremely liable to happen. I do not say this in complaint, nor is it offered in excuse of 
any shortage in this office. No one can regret an error relating to the business of your Office 
more than I, and my struggle has been, is, and will be during my incumbency, against many 
difficulties, to render complaint impossible and unreasonable. Herewith find one Standard Dollar 
and stamps to defray postage charges on the same to “Toledo City Bank’, to which it doubtless 
belongs. 


Respectfully, 
M.H. Cobb 
Cash. 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent 


